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Living Beyond Your Circumstances 

Lesson 2: Overcoming Temptation 

Scriptures: Genesis 39:3-20 (NIV) 

Temptation:  To entice to do wrong by promise of pleasure or gain. Something that causes a strong urge or 

desire to have or do something and especially something that is bad, wrong, or unwise 

 Money is always a temptation. 

 The dessert menu has a lot of delicious temptations. 

 Las Vegas is a city of temptations 

 Question: What are some warning labels you always ignore? 

 

Genesis 39:3-6 
3 When his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success in everything he 
did,  4 Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his 
household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned.  5 From the time he put him in charge of his 
household and of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. 
The blessing of the Lord was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field.  6 So Potiphar 
left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything 
except the food he ate. 
 

Genesis 39:7-10 
7 and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 
8 But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with anything in 
the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care.  9 No one is greater in this house than I am. 
My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a 
wicked thing and sin against God?” 10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to 
bed with her or even be with her. 
 

Genesis 39:11-12 
11 One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside. 
12 She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran 
out of the house. 
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Live It Out 

Consider these suggestions: 

1. The first step in fleeing temptation is recognizing that temptation springs from our own desires 

(James 1:14). Spend a few moments evaluating which inner desires often tempt you to do wrong. 

2. When faced with temptation, we always have a choice. Choose to consider the consequences 

(spiritual, relational, physical, etc.) before you choose to sin. 

3. Memorize 1 Corinthians 10:13 as a reminder that temptation always creates a choice. 

 
Application Questions:  

 What characteristics suggest God is ‘with’ someone?  

 What’s at stake when we give in to temptation?? 

 What’s at stake when we resist temptation? 

 What’s the difference between resisting temptation and fleeing temptation? 

 

The Closing Scene 

13 When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house,  14 she called her 
household servants. “Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! 
He came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed. 15 When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak 
beside me and ran out of the house.” 16 She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home.  17 Then 
she told him this story: “That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me.  18 But as 
soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.” 19 When his master 
heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated me,” he burned with anger. 20 
Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined. 
 


